EURIPIDES
When we had drawn our own troops up and stood              800
Directly opposite the enemy,
Hyllus dismounted from his chariot.
Standing in no-man's land between the two,
He called to Eurystheus, "What's the use
Of hurting Athens, king? Why not expose                         805
Just one man's life, instead of harming your
Land too? I challenge you to fight it out
With me alone. If you win, you can take
The sons of Heracles, and if I do
Til win my family seat and honor back/'                             810
And all the army madly cheered the thought
Of Hyllus' pluck and of their own relief.
But not the audience nor sheer concern
For his prestige as leader proved enough
To shame the king there into showing fight.                        815
He didn't dare. And that's the kind of man
Who wants to capture Heracles' own sons.
Then Hyllus took his place back in the ranks.
And when the seers realized that there was
No hope of ending matters with a duel,                              820
They sacrificed at once, and let the blood
Flow down the victims' throats, in augury.
The chiefs got in their chariots; the rest
Hid ribs with shield-ribs; Demophon cheered on
His troops in language worthy of his birth.                         825
"Athenians, this earth that bore and raised
You all, needs you to fight for her today."
Meantime, the other king implored his men
Not to shame Argos' or Mycenae's name,
Until the trumpet call came high and clear.                        830
And then both sides closed in. The sound of all
Those shields colliding came in one great crash,
And shrieks and pandemonium broke loose.
At first their spearmen proved too much for us
And drove us back; then they gave ground again,                 835
And it was touch and go. We buckled down
To fighting at close quarters, hand to hand.
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